
 
 

The Fall Feasts of the LORD 
Sukkot / Feast of Tabernacles 
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Sukkot – Feast of Tabernacles & 
Shemini Atzeret – The Last Great Day 
This is the Feast of the Lord that looks forward to the second 
coming of Yeshua when He reigns on earth (tabernacles with 
us) as King of all for one thousand years. It also 
commemorates his birth when he tabernacled among us at 
his first coming. 

Why do we observe and celebrate these Feasts of 
the LORD 

Because our LORD and GOD tells us to in Leviticus 23 and in 
many other places in the Bible: 
 
Leviticus 23 spells out the Feasts of the LORD. Verses 23 – 44 
describe the three Fall Feasts – Yom Teruah/Feast of 
Trumpets, Yom Kippur/Day of Atonement, and Sukkot/Feast 
of Tabernacles. Below are the verses pertaining to Sukkot – 
33-44: 
 
Verses 33-34 Yehovah spoke to Moses, saying, 34 “Speak to 
the children of Israel, and say, ‘On the fifteenth day of this 
seventh month is the feast of booths[a] for seven days to 
Yehovah.  
 
Verses 39-44 “‘So on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month, when you have gathered in the fruits of the land, you 
shall keep the feast of Yehovah seven days. On the first day 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=leviticus+23%3A33-44&version=WEB#fen-WEB-3437a
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shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a 
solemn rest.  You shall take on the first day the fruit of 
majestic trees, branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick 
trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before 
Yehovah your God seven days.  You shall keep it as a feast to 
Yehovah seven days in the year. It is a statute forever 
throughout your generations. You shall keep it in the seventh 
month.  You shall dwell in temporary shelters for seven 
days. All who are native-born in Israel shall dwell in 
temporary shelters, that your generations may know that I 
made the children of Israel to dwell in temporary shelters 

when I brought them out of the land of Egypt. I am Yehovah 
your God.’” So Moses declared to the children of Israel the 
appointed feasts of Yehovah. 
 
Deuteronomy 16:16 Three times in a year all of your males 
shall appear before Yehovah your God in the place which he 
chooses: in the feast of unleavened bread, in the feast of 
weeks, and in the feast of booths. They shall not appear 
before Yehovah empty. 
 

Did Jesus observe the Fall Feasts? 

Yes, he did. John 7: 1 – 10 describes a conversation with 
Jesus and his brothers about going up to the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

After these things, Jesus was walking in Galilee, for he 
wouldn’t walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill him.  
Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was at hand. 
His brothers therefore said to him, “Depart from here and go 
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into Judea, that your disciples also may see your works which 
you do. For no one does anything in secret while he seeks to 
be known openly. If you do these things, reveal yourself to 
the world.” For even his brothers didn’t believe in him. 

Jesus therefore said to them, “My time has not yet come, 
but your time is always ready. The world can’t hate you, but 
it hates me, because I testify about it, that its works are evil. 
You go up to the feast. I am not yet going up to this feast, 
because my time is not yet fulfilled.” 

Having said these things to them, he stayed in Galilee. But 
when his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also 
went up, not publicly, but as it were in secret. 

What makes these feast different from the ones 
in the Spring? 

All of Yehovah’s feasts are known as appointed times (moed) 
and holy convocations (mikrah) or rehearsals. They are 
divine appointments with the Almighty. Something very 
significant happens on his divine appointed days. 
 
Something VERY significant happened on all four of the 
Spring Feasts of the LORD – they were fulfilled by Yeshua at 
His Passover death, His Unleavened Bread burial, His First 
Fruits rising from the dead, and His Pentecost outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit 50 days later. 
 
His return, marriage feast, judgement day and 1000-year 
reign will be fulfilled during the Fall feasts in the future.  
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Some believe that Yeshua was born during the 
Feast of Tabernacles 

The Word became flesh, and lived (tabernacled) among us. 
We saw his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of 
the Father, full of grace and truth.  
John 1:14 WEB 

Traditions 

Common greetings are Chag Sameac (happy holidays) and 
Chag Sukkot Sameac (happy Sukkot holidays). 
 
In Leviticus and in Nehemia the specifics of the Lulav are 
listed. Traditions regarding these species are explained like 
this by the Rabbis: 

Lulav 

Jewish tradition calls for a lulav (Four Species) made of a 
palm, myrtle, willow and fruit from the citron to be waved. 
The rabbis insist this is the only accepted lulav; however 
Scripture says, “You shall take on the first day the fruit of 
majestic trees, branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick 
trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before 
Yahweh your God seven days.”  Lev. 23:40 WEB  
 
When Ezra reinstated the feasts, Nehemiah 8:15, he used 
olive branches. And that they should publish and proclaim in 
all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to the 
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mountain, and get olive branches, branches of wild olive, 
myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of thick trees, 
to make temporary shelters,[a] as it is written.” 
• The Hebrew word for “goodly” in the verse in Leviticus 

above is hadar {haw-dawr’} [01926 ] meaning “ornament, 
splendor, or honor.”  

• The Hebrew word for “palm” in this verse is tamar {taw-
mawr’} [8558] meaning “palm tree or date palm.”  

• The Hebrew word for “bough” in this verse is `anaph {aw-
nawf’} [06057] meaning “bough or branch.”  

• The Hebrew word for “willows” in this verse is `arab {aw-
rawb’} [06155] meaning “poplar, willow or a tree 
characterized by dark wood.” 
The above plant terms are from the KJV 

 
In Jewish tradition there is thought to be spiritual 
significance based on the characteristics of the lulav and 
citron: 
• The palm bears fruit (deeds) but is not fragrant (spiritual 

blessing). This is like a person who lives by the letter of the 
law but does not have compassion or love for others. 

• The myrtle only has fragrance, but can’t bear fruit. This is 
like a person who is “so heavenly minded he is no earthly 
good.” He (or she) may recite scripture, but he doesn’t 
produce fruit. 

• The willow can neither produce fruit nor fragrance. This is 
like a person who is intrigued by different doctrines but 
never produces fruit. 

• The citron creates both fruit and fragrance. This is like a 
faithful believer who lives a balanced life in wisdom before 
God and man. Believers should strive to be like the citron. 

From http://messianicfellowship.50webs.com/wisdomsukkot.html  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=nehemiah+8%3A15&version=WEB#fen-WEB-12509a
http://messianicfellowship.50webs.com/wisdomsukkot.html
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The Lulav is a tradition but can be used to help us continue 
repentance and course corrections from Yom Kippur to 
determine which characteristic we portray. And continue to 
make adjustments in the way we live our lives to become 
conformed to the image of Messiah Yeshua. 
 

 

Build your Sukkah & have dinner 
outside in the Sukkah 

See page 15 for traditional blessings 
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Observing Sukkot 

Verses about the Birth of Yeshua in the Old and 
New Testaments 

Read one of the Old Testament verses about Yeshua and one 
of the New Testament verses (page 11) about Yeshua each of 
the 7 days of Sukkot and the Last Great Day. All scriputres in 
this section are from the WEB-World English Bible. 

Old Testament Verses About Jesus 

Born of a Virgin 

(Day 1 Tishri 15) Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Born of the Family of Jesse 

(Day 2 Tishri 16) Isaiah 11:1 A shoot will come out of the 
stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots will bear fruit. 

Born of the House of David 

(Day 3 Tishri 17) Jeremiah 23:5 “Behold, the days come,” 
says Yehovah, “that I will raise to David a righteous Branch, 
and he will reign as king and deal wisely, and will execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 
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Born in Bethlehem 

(Day 4 Tishri 18) Micah 5:2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
being small among the clans of Judah, out of you one will 
come out to me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings out 
are from of old, from ancient times. 

Prophecy of His Sacrifice 

(Day 5 Tishri 19) Isaiah 53:3-7 He was despised and rejected 
by men, a man of suffering and acquainted with disease. 
He was despised as one from whom men hide their face; and 
we didn’t respect him. Surely he has borne our sickness and 
carried our suffering; yet we considered him plagued, struck 
by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. The 
punishment that brought our peace was on him; and by his 
wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray. 
Everyone has turned to his own way; and Yehovah has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, yet when he 
was afflicted he didn’t open his mouth. As a lamb that is led 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is 
silent, so he didn’t open his mouth. 

The Coming Savior and King of kings 

(Day 6 Tishri 20) Isaiah 9:6 For a child is born to us. A son is 
given to us; and the government will be on his shoulders. His 
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
(Day 7 Tishri 21) Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, daughter of 
Zion! Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King comes 
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to you! He is righteous, and having salvation; lowly, and 
riding on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 
(Day 8 Tishri 22) Psalms 72:11 Yes, all kings shall fall down 
before him. All nations shall serve him. 
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New Testament Verses About the 
Birth of Christ 

Born of a Virgin 

(Day 1 Tishri 15) Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be 
with child, and shall give birth to a son. They shall call his 
name Immanuel,” which is, being interpreted, “God with us.” 
 
(Day 2 Tishri 16) Luke 2:7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. 
She wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a feeding 
trough, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

The Visit of the Shepherds 

(Day 3 Tishri 17) Luke 2:15-20 When the angels went away 
from them into the sky, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem, now, and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” They 
came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby was lying in the feeding trough. When they saw it, they 
publicized widely the saying which was spoken to them 
about this child. All who heard it wondered at the things 
which were spoken to them by the shepherds. But Mary kept 
all these sayings, pondering them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, just as it was told them.  
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The Visit of the Wise Men 

(Day 4 Tishri 18) Matthew 2:1- Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he 
who is born King of the Jews? For we saw his star in the east, 
and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard it, 
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Gathering 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
asked them where the Christ would be born. They said to 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is written through the 
prophet, ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah, are in no way least 
among the princes of Judah; for out of you shall come a 
governor who shall shepherd my people, Israel.’”  
Then Herod secretly called the wise men, and learned from 
them exactly what time the star appeared. He sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young 
child. When you have found him, bring me word, so that I 
also may come and worship him.” They, having heard the 
king, went their way; and behold, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them until it came and stood over 
where the young child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. They came into the 
house and saw the young child with Mary, his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him. Opening their treasures, 
they offered to him gifts: gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. Being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
went back to their own country another way. 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

(Day 5 Tishri 19) Luke 1:39-45 Mary arose in those days 
and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of 
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Judah, and entered into the house of Zacharias and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
Why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me?  For behold, when the voice of your greeting 
came into my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy! 
Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of 
the things which have been spoken to her from the Lord!” 

Mary’s Song 

(Day 6 Tishri 20) Luke 1:46-55 Mary said, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord. My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, for he has 
looked at the humble state of his servant. For behold, from 
now on, all generations will call me blessed. For he who is 
mighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name. His 
mercy is for generations and generations on those who fear 
him. He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered 
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has put 
down princes from their thrones, and has exalted the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things. He has sent the 
rich away empty. He has given help to Israel, his servant, that 
he might remember mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to 
Abraham and his offspring forever.” 

The Birth of Jesus 

(Day 7 Tishri 21) John 1:9-14 The true light that enlightens 
everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, and the world didn’t 
recognize him. He came to his own, and those who were his 
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own didn’t receive him. But as many as received him, to 
them he gave the right to become God’s children, to those 
who believe in his name: who were born not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. The 
Word became flesh, and lived among us. We saw his glory, 
such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
 
(Day 8 Tishri 22) Galatians 4:4-7 But when the fullness of 
the time came, God sent out his Son, born to a woman, born 
under the law, that he might redeem those who were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption as children. And 
because you are children, God sent out the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying, “Abba, Father!” So you are no longer 
a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ. 
Read more: https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/17-bible-verses-
about-the-birth-of-jesus/#ixzz6XyVfE6KI 

~~~ 
 
 
 

  

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/17-bible-verses-about-the-birth-of-jesus/#ixzz6XyVfE6KI
https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/17-bible-verses-about-the-birth-of-jesus/#ixzz6XyVfE6KI
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Blessing before the meal 
Blessed art Thou, YHWH our God, King of the universe, who 
has set us apart by thy commandments and commanded us 

to dwell in the Sukkah. 
 

HEBREW TRANSLITERATION 
Barukh atah Yehovah Elohenu melekh ha-olam, asher 

kidshanu b'mitzvohtav v'tzi-vanu leshev b'sukkah. 
 
(The above blessing usually said only on the first night of the holy 
days) 

Blessing of the Cup  

Holding cup: 
Blessed are thou, Yehovah our God, King of the Universe, 

who creates the fruit of the vine. Amen. 
 

HEBREW TRANSLITERATION 
Baruch atah Yehovah Elohenu Melech ha-olam, borey p’ree 

ha-gaphen. Amayn. 

Blessing of the Bread  

Holding bread: 
Blessed art You, Yehovah our God, King of the universe, Who 

brings forth bread from the earth. Amen. 
 

HEBREW TRANSLITERATION 
Baruch atah Yehovah, Elochenu Melach ha-olam, ha-motsee 

lechem min haarets. Amayn. 
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Shema 
Hear oh Israel, Yehovah is our God, Yehovah is one. 

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might. 

 
HEBREW TRANSLITERATION (FIRST LINE ONLY) 

Shema Israel, Yehovah Elohienu, Yehovah ehad. 
 

~~~ 
Aaronic Blessing 

Yehovah bless us & keep us. 
Yehovah make His face shine upon us & be gracious unto us; 

Yehovah lift up His countenance upon us, & give us peace. 
In the name of Yeshua the Messiah, the Prince of Peace, 

Shalom. 
 

HEBREW TRANSLITERATION 
Ye-va-recha Yehovah ve-yeesh-me-recha. 

Ya-er Yehovah panav e-ley-cha vee-choo-ne-cha 
Yeesa Yehovah panav e-lay-cha v’yasem l’cha Shalom. 
B’Shem Yeshua ha-Ma-she-ach sar ha-shalom, shalom. 
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Next year in Jerusalem.  
Even so come Messiah Yeshua! 
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Celebrate Feast of Tabernacles - 
Sukkot  
Some Things You’ll Need and Some Traditions to Consider 

for Your Sukkot Celebrations 

In the days between Yom Kippur and Sukkot: 
 gather the branches for your Sukkah and Lulav listed in 

Leviticus 23:40 or Nehemiah 8:15 
 Etrog (citrus fruit – lemon) 
 Honey 
 Bread for dipping in the honey and the breaking of bread 
 Grape juice or wine 
 build a sukkah 
 plan to have your meals in the sukkah each day – meals 

do not need to be fancy, you can think of it like camping 
 
Sukkot Week 
No work on the First Day, the weekly Sabbath and the  
Eighth Day (The Last Great Day/Shemini Atzeret)  
 

Chag Sameach 
Happy Holidays 

 
 
All scripture references are from the World English Bible – WEB, modified to replace 
Yehovah for Yahweh 
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